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I. INTRODUCTION
 A.W. Tozer begins his classic work The Knowledge of the Holy with this 
statement: “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important 
thing about us…the most portentous fact about any man is not what he at a given time 
may say or do, but what he in his deep heart conceives God to be like.”1 What you believe 
about God has a direct and evident affect on the way you live your life. I said in our first 
class that our goal in Rooted is not only to inform, but to inform as a means to 
transform. Tozer is right on. This indeed is the most important thing about us. The 
doctrine of God is called “theology proper” to distinguish it from theology in general.  
Who is God? That is what we want to answer, though only eternity would allow enough 
time to answer such an ambitious question.

 Jeremiah 9:23-24 says this: “Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in 
his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his 
riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I 
am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For 
in these things I delight, declares the LORD.” Why do we study God? Because he 
delights in us knowing and understanding who he is, what he is like, and how he acts. 
We will touch on these later but this verse tells us that God is the one who practices 
steadfast or consistent love, justice, and righteousness. We are given specifics about who 
God is, not generalities. We are going to look at many specific names, images, and 
attributes of God, as well as the Trinity and its members. 

II. Names & Images of God
A) Names of God2: Throughout Scripture we encounter many names of God. I would 
like to address a few of the primary names given in Scripture. Reading through the Old 
Testament we encounter the common name LORD. What you notice many times is that 
LORD is in all caps with the “ORD” in a smaller font size than the “L”. When you come 
across this name what you are reading is the name “Yahweh”. The Israelites would not 
even pronounce this. Yahweh is what we think it would’ve been. It originally has no 
vowels (as no Hebrew words actually do) and is spelled “Y-H-W-H”. This is also where 
the name Jehovah comes from. A number of other names in the Old Testament are 
compounded with Yahweh speaking to certain characteristics of God’s nature. One of 
these is yahweh yir’h. You may have heard this pronounced Jehovah Jireh, which 
means “The Lord Will Provide,” as he provided the sacrifice for Abraham on the 
mountain. Another is yahweh shalom. This means “The LORD is Peace.”

1

1 A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, 1.
2 John Frame, The Doctrine of God, 353-361.



 Another common name in the Hebrew Bible is Adonai. Whenever you read 
“Lord” in normal letters, with no caps, this is the name Adonai. This name attests to 
God’s lordship over all things. El is also another common name. El is Hebrew for “God.” 
There are many names that begin with El followed by another Hebrew word describing 
God. For example, El Shadday means “God Almighty.” This was the name God referred 
to himself with in the Abrahamic covenant in Gen. 17:1-2. El Elyon is another well 
known name that means “Most High God.” . Also, if you ever read the name of a person 
that contains El in it, it possibly means “God ______.” Example: Nathaniel means 
“God has given.” Nathan= has given. El= God. Jesus was to be called Emmanuel, 
meaning “God with us.” 

B) Images of God: Scripture depicts God through numerous images. This is not an 
exhaustive list but some of them are: 

Father: “Do you thus repay the LORD, you foolish and senseless people? Is not he your  
father, who created you, who made you and established you?” (Deut. 32:6)

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (Jn. 1:14. John has the second 
most uses of father in the Bible, most of which are used by Jesus referring to his 
Father.)

 In his classic work Knowing God, J.I. Packer writes, “What is a Christian? The 
question can be answered in many ways, but the richest answer I know is that a 
Christian is one who has God as Father.” 3 To know God as our Father is one of the most 
comforting truths in all of Scripture. Our Perfect Father always does what is best for us, 
protecting and providing for us. Nothing can separate us from the love of our Father. 
Nothing.  

King & Judge: “For the LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is 
our king; he will save us.” (Isa. 33:22)

In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus is telling of the final judgement, in which he refers to 
himself as the King of the coming kingdom and judge of all peoples. 

Consuming Fire: “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our 
God is a consuming fire.” (Heb. 12:28-29) 

Husband: “For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is his name; and the 
Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called.” (Isa. 54:5)
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Paul tells us in Ephesians 5:22-33 that the relationship between husband and wife is to 
be a reflection of Christ’s relationship with the church, where Christ as husband is the 
head of the church, his bride.

Shepherd: “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.” (Ps. 23:1)

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (Jn. 
10:11)

Potter: “But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand.” (Isa. 64:8)

“But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, 
“Why have you made me like this?” Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of 
the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? (Rom. 
9:20-21)

Refiner: “He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of 
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness 
to the LORD.” (Mal. 3:3) 

Lion: “For thus the LORD said to me, ‘As a lion or a young lion growls over his prey, 
and when a band of shepherds is called out against him he is not terrified by their 
shouting or daunted at their noise, so the LORD of hosts will come down to fight on 
Mount Zion and on its hill.’” (Isa. 31:4)

“And one of the elders said to me, ‘Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven 
seals.’” (Rev. 5:5)

Light: “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Ps. 27:1) 

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.” (Jn 8:12)

Fountain: “For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.” (Ps. 36:9)

Tower: “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is 
safe.” (Prov. 18:10) 

Lamb: “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he 
opened not his mouth.” (Isa. 53:7) 
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“And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.” (Rev. 5:6)

These images point to different attributes of God in ways that help us understand who 
God is.

III. The Attributes of God
 A.W. Tozer defines an attribute of God as “whatever God has in any way revealed 
as being true of himself.” 4 When defining the attributes of God, there are two categories 
into which these attributes fall. The first are His incommunicable attributes. These 
attributes are those which God does not share with the rest of creation. Then there are 
his communicable attributes. These attributes God shares with us. This will be clearer as 
we look at these individual attributes.

 This distinction is helpful, but it is not perfect. As we will see we do not 
experience the communicable attributes of God to their fullest extent as God does, nor 
do we not in any way experience the incommunicable attributes in some way. The 
communicable attributes are not 100% ‘communicated’ to us and the incommunicable 
attributes are not 100% limited to God’s being. Make sense? Again this will be clearer as 
we define them, give Scriptural support for them, and apply them.

 As we look at all of these attributes I will give you a definition of each attribute, a 
few key Scriptures that affirm each attribute, and a brief application to us in light of each 
attribute.

A. God’s Incommunicable Attributes
1. Independence: “God does not need us or the rest of creation for anything, yet we 
and the rest of creation can glorify him and bring him joy.”5 This attribute is also known 
as God’s self-existence. “Origin is a word that can apply only to things created. When we 
think of anything that has origin we are not thinking of God. God is self-existent, while 
all created things necessarily originated somewhere at some time. Aside from God 
nothing is self-caused...and it is precisely this concept of no-origin that distinguishes 
That-which-is-God from whatever is not God.”6

Acts 17:24-25: “The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 
everything.”

Job 41:11: “Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the 
whole heaven is mine.”
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Psalm 50:9-12: “I will not accept a bull from your house or goats from your folds. For 
every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. I know all the birds of the 
hills, and all that moves in the field is mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for 
the world and its fullness are mine.”

Psalm 90:2: “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the 
earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”
Implication: “God never experiences need, so serving God should never be motivated by 
the thought that he needs us. He is the provider in everything.”

Implication: “God never experiences need, so serving God should never be motivated by  
the thought that he needs us. He is the provider in everything.”7

2. Immutability (Unchangeableness): “God is unchanging in his being, 
perfections, purposes, and promises, yet God does act and he feel emotions, and he acts 
and feels differently in response to different situations.” 8 As Tozer simply says, “He 
never differs from Himself.” 9

Psalm 102:25-27: “Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of your hands. They will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a 
garment. You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away, but you are the 
same, and your years have no end.”

Malachi 3:6: ““For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not 
consumed.”

James 1:17: “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”

Implication: “God can always be trusted because he always keeps his word, and is never 
capricious or moody.”

3. Eternity: “God has no beginning, end, or succession of moments in his own being, 
and he sees all time equally vividly, yet God sees events in time and acts in time.”10

Psalm 90:2: “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the 
earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”

Psalm 90:4: “For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or 
as a watch in the night.”
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Job 36:26: “Behold, God is great, and we know him not; the number of his years is 
unsearchable.”

Revelation 1:8: “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is and who 
was and who is to come, the Almighty.’”

Implication: “Those who trust the God of eternity can know peace, rest, and comfort in 
the busyness of life and in spite of impending death, for God keeps them in safety and 
joy forever.”

4. Omnipresence: “God does not have size or spatial dimensions and is present at 
every point of space with his whole being, yet God acts differently in different 
situations.”11

Jeremiah 23:23-14: “Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God far away? 
Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do I 
not fill heaven and earth?”

1 Kings 8:27: “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest 
heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built.

Psalm 139:7-10: Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your 
presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.”

Implication: “God can be sought anywhere regardless of place. Believers should never 
feel lonely, and the wicked should never feel safe.”

5. Unity: “God is not divided into parts, yet we see different attributes of God 
emphasized at different times.”12 The unity of God’s attributes is not an explicit teaching 
in Scripture. We have no verse that states this truth. But from observing the various 
attributes of God throughout the Bible and how they are spoken of we can come to the 
conclusion that no attribute of God is to be viewed higher than the others. For example, 
in 1 John 4:8 John tells us that “God is love.” In 1:5, however he says that “God is light.” 
So is God love or is he light? Or is he both? Can he be both? Yes. God is love; he is light; 
he is gracious; merciful, etc, etc. He is all of these things.

 What happens when we single out an attribute of God? We will have an 
unbalanced, skewed view of God, but this has a snowball effect leading to drastic 
consequences. The snowball will roll in different directions depending on the attribute 
that is singled out. For example, if we view God through the lens of wrath and judgment, 
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we lose sight of the fact that God does indeed love his creation though we have rebelled 
against him, and that he sent his Son Jesus Christ to bring reconciliation to his people. 
When this happens we don’t lovingly call people to repentance, but only tell them that 
God is out to get them and they had better stop sinning or else. That’s only part of the 
Gospel.

 Another example: When we focus solely on God’s love we are in danger of 
thinking of God as our cosmic valentine that we sing love songs to in church. This view 
of God also leads to dismissing the wrath and anger of God towards sin. Then it leads to 
a dismissal of sin. Then we question our need for atonement. Then we question why 
Jesus came. Or it can lead to a questioning of hell and eternal punishment. Rob Bell, a 
popular author in other circles, wrote a book addressing this very issue. He released a 
promo video that ignited a firestorm of controversy. In the video and subsequent book 
he questions the eternal punishment of souls who in this life never trusted in Jesus. It 
seems that he does not believe that is the case and that eventually all people will be 
saved, even those already in hell. This is known as universalism. This comes from 
viewing God through the lens of our messed up human love, and not through the lens of 
Scripture that reveals all of who God is. We must see God for all of who he really is in 
Scripture.

 In conclusion, we don’t view God’s attributes as parts of who God is. Nor do we 
view them as existing outside of who he is. Rather, every attribute of God is exactly that; 
it is an attribute of all of God. God is not divided. He acts in accordance with all of his 
attributes all of the time.

 Now we will look at God’s communicable attributes, those which God shares 
more so with us than the incommunicable ones.

B. God’s Communicable Attributes: I’ve only listed ten of them hear. There are 
others, but some overlap with what I’ve listed here.

1. God is Loving: One author excellently defines God’s love as “his self-giving 
affection for his image-bearing creatures and his unselfish concern for their well-being, 
that leads him to act on their behalf and for their happiness and welfare.”13 The apex of 
this love for his creation is seen Christ’s death on the cross. In Paul’s letter to the 
Romans, he writes, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Rom. 5:8). All love must be seen and defined in relation to this great act of 
love. Here on the cross the Father offered up his own Son as a sacrifice for sin on behalf 
of his people. What the world defines as love falls miserably short of this. The Apostle 
John goes so far as to say that “God is love” in 1 Jn. 4:8. Thus our response to God’s love 
for us is to love others. John writes: 
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Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us (1 Jn. 
4:7-12).

Furthermore, Christians can take great comfort in the truth of Rom. 8:35-39: 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As 
it is written,

‘For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.’

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

2. God is Merciful: I’ve heard the distinction between mercy and grace said to be this: 
Mercy is not getting what we do deserve, whereas grace is getting what we don’t 
deserve. I think this is a good distinction. Another distinction is that mercy presupposes 
the presence of sin.

 We do deserve wrath and judgement, but in and through Christ we receive grace 
& forgiveness. Mercy & grace work hand in hand. We simultaneously don’t get what we 
do deserve (wrath, judgement, eternal punishment) and do get what we don’t deserve 
(love, forgiveness, salvation, God himself). So, God’s mercy is shown to us in Christ as 
he took the punishment that we deserve. Eph.2:4-5 say this: “But God, being rich in 
mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ.” God’s mercy flows out of his love and to 
us in Christ.

3. God is Gracious: God’s grace is his display of unmerited favor to undeserving 
sinners, his power to change hearts, and his gift of salvation to them. Again, mercy & 
grace work hand in hand. Because Christ took the punishment that we deserve, we 
receive his righteousness by grace through faith. Looking back to Ephesians 2 we see 
God’s ultimate display of grace in quickening dead sinners to life in Christ. “But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
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been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 
no one may boast.” God’s grace is ultimately a saving grace, but we do experience grace 
daily, moment by moment as we walk with Christ.

 Here’s a quote from G.S. Bishop that Arthur Pink quotes in his book The 
Attributes of God: “Grace is a provision for men so fallen that they cannot lift the axe of 
justice, so corrupt that they cannot change their own natures, so averse to God that they 
cannot turn to him, so blind that they cannot see him, so deaf that they cannot hear him, 
and so dead that he himself must open their graves and lift them into resurrection.” 14

4. God is Holy: In Revelation John receives a vision of the throne of God and the 
angels surrounding it. As he sees this, he doesn’t see them just standing around. They 
are singing the highest praise of God. Rev. 4:8 records this song: “Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” To repeat a word like ‘holy’ three 
times was to ascribe holiness to God to the utmost degree. God’s holiness means that he 
is “absolutely and uniquely excellent above all creation (majesty) and without sin 
(purity).” Ex. 15:11 says, “Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, 
majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?” Speaking of Christ, 
the writer of Hebrews says this: “For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a 
high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the 
heavens.” God is majestically & morally holy.

5. God is Just: Because God is holy, he must be just, or righteous by punishing sin. 
Mankind has rebelled against God and his law. To dismiss sin would be to act against his 
very nature. In everything he does he is right and just in doing so because he is holy. 
Deuteronomy 32:4 says, “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A 
God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.” In Romans 3, the great 

defense of God’s justice, Paul writes that the cross “was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus” (v. 26).

6. God is Omniscient: God is all-knowing, and all-wise. He “fully knows himself and 
all things actual and possible—past, present, and future.” 1 John 3:20 says, “for 
whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows 
everything” (emphasis mine). In Romans 11 Paul stops to praise the knowledge of God 
after diving into very deep, complex theological waters. He says in vv.33-34, “Oh, the 
depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, or 
who has been his counselor?’”
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7. God is Omnipotent: God is all-powerful, able to accomplish all that he wills and 
desires. Isaiah 46:9-10 says, “remember the former things of old; for I am God, and 
there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the 
beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 
and I will accomplish all my purpose.’”

8. God is Supreme: Let me simply read Col. 15-20. “He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.”

9. God is Sovereign: “God has absolute rule over creation as King and total control 
and determination over all that happens.” Daniel 4:34-35 says, “his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; all the 
inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will 
among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his 
hand or say to him, ‘What have you done?’”

10. God is Faithful: Deut. 7:9 says, “Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, 
the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and 
keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.” 2 Tim. 2:13 says, “if we are 
faithless, he remains faithful–for he cannot deny himself.” Faithfulness is at the core of 
who God is, as are each and every one of his attributes.

IV. The Trinity
 The Trinity is one of the core doctrines of the Christian faith. In our introduction 
we discussed matters of first level importance. To deny one of these doctrines is to step 
outside of the Christian faith itself, for one cannot reject one of these teachings and 
remain within orthodox Christianity. Early Christians held councils in order to properly 
defend and formulate the doctrine of the Trinity. Since then the church has confessed 
this great truth in both its preaching and singing. Two of the church’s most popular 
hymns confess this truth. The classic hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” makes mention of the 
Trinity twice in the first and fourth verses:

 Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
 Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty,
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!
 All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea.
 Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty,
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 God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

The classic hymn “Doxology” also mentions the Trinity:

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

 While the Trinity is core to the Christian faith, it also remains one of the most 
complex teachings of the church. It is because of this that, despite the centrality of the 
Trinity in the church’s doctrine, it has not held the same level of importance in the 
everyday life of the church. Therefore, it is often affirmed verbally by believers without 
much real understanding of it and its function in the Christian life. This is not due to a 
lack of teaching available on the matter, however, and “the doctrine of the Trinity 
continues to be treated as an awkward guest in the Evangelical household.” 15 We ought 
to welcome this great truth because it is our great God! 

 When we gaze upon this great truth we have to come to grips with our finitude as 
we cannot possibly comprehend the reality that God is both one and three. But if the 
Trinity is a central doctrine of the “faith that was once for all delivered to the 
saints” (Jude 3), we must engage in some effort to grasp this truth. On this point, A.W. 
Tozer writes, “Our sincerest effort to grasp the incomprehensible mystery of the Trinity 
must remain forever futile, and only by deepest reverence can it be saved from actual 
presumption.” 16

 But, where is the word Trinity found in Scripture? Nowhere! But, when we look 
at the teaching of Scripture, we can see this doctrine as clearly as the explicit teachings. 
So, where did this term come from? 

 The early church father Tertullian was the first to use this term to describe the 
trinitarian teaching of Scripture. In his work, Against Praxeas, Tertullian developed his 
trinitarian formula: “one substance and three persons.” The fancy word for this is 
homo-ousios, which means of one substance, essence. We’ll talk a little more about the 
major controversy that arose over trinitarian teaching, but Tertullian’s formula would 
take center stage in the defense of biblical teaching at a church council. His 
Christological formula would also be crucial in a another controversy.

 The Baptist Faith & Message 2000 states this about what we as Southern Baptists 
confess together: 

There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and 
personal Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God 
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is infinite in holiness and all other perfections. God is all powerful and all 
knowing; and His perfect knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and 
future, including the future decisions of His free creatures. To Him we owe the 
highest love, reverence, and obedience. The eternal triune God reveals Himself to 
us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but without 
division of nature, essence, or being. 

 The following statement comes from the statement of faith from Living Hope 
Church, a church plant I was apart of for a time. This statement communicates concisely  
& well what it is that the Bible teaches about the Trinity: 

“We believe that there is one living and true God, eternally existing in three 
person; that these are equal in every divine perfection, and that they execute 
distinct but harmonious offices in the work of creation, providence and 
redemption.”17

Note the four key elements in this statement: 

1. There is one living and true God.
2. He eternally exists in three persons.
3. All three persons are equally divine.
4. Each person executes distinct yet harmonious offices or roles.

A. There is one living and true God: This is what we call monotheism. Mono 
meaning one; theism meaning God. The converse of this is polytheism, the belief in 
multiple gods. Poly meaning many; theism meaning god. Deut. 6:4 says, ““Hear, O 
Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one”. This comes from what is known as the 
Shema, which means “hear” or “listen”. Isa. 45:5 says, “I am the Lord, and there is no 
other, besides me there is no God.” Jesus affirms this in John 17:3: “And this is eternal 
life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” Paul 
affirms this in many places. He says in 1 Tim. 2:5, ”For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” Scripture is plainly clear: there 
is ONE GOD! And this God is the only true and living God.

B. He eternally exists in three persons: We have already spoken of God’s eternal 
existence, so I won’t speak much to that here. The Trinity is eternal in its existence. The 
Trinity is one and yet three at the same time. When God creates man in Genesis 1:27 he 
says, “Let us create man in our image.” Looking at the whole of Scripture we can see that  
he is referring to the Trinity. In Matthew 28, Jesus commands the disciples to baptize 
new believers “in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” Paul writes in 2 Cor. 
13:14, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.”
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C. All three persons are equally divine: The deity of the Father is pretty much 
universally recognized. It is the deity of Christ and the Spirit that has come under the 
most attack. The doctrine of Christ’s divinity was one of the church’s biggest 
controversies in its history. So, how do we know that Christ and the Spirit are divine in 
Scripture? John 1:1 affirms the diety of Christ when it says, “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John’s language is very 
reminiscent of Genesis 1. In John 20:28, Thomas affirms this by calling Jesus “My Lord 
and my God!” Rom. 9:5 says that Christ is “God over all.” There are a few other 
instances where Jesus is called God and Savior (Tit.2:13; 2 Pet.1:1). Jesus affirmed his 
deity in his teaching as well, which caught the attention of the Scribes and Pharisees.

 As we read through the Bible we see that the Holy Spirit is given the attributes of 
God, thus implying his deity. He is eternal (Heb.9:14). He is omnipresent (Ps.139:7-10). 
He is omniscient (1 Cor.2:10-11). He is omnipotent (Luke 1:35-37). He is holy (Rom.1:4). 
We also know that it is the Spirit that brings about new birth in sinful men. In John 3, 
Jesus is explaining the necessity of new birth. He says to Nicodemus, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, 
and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it 
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit” (Jn.3:5-8).

D. Each person executes distinct yet harmonious offices or roles: Throughout 
Scripture we see that each member of the Trinity operates in different ways, but they all 
operate in concert with one another. Ephesians 1 is a clear demonstration of this truth, 
especially as regards our salvation: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us 
in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which 
he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 
to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so 
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In 
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee 
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
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Notice there the natural division of the text around the work of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Verses 3-6 speak to the work of God the Father in planning out our 
salvation through Jesus Christ. Then, verses 7-13 teach us about the work of Christ who 
accomplished the salvation planned for us by the Father. Finally, in verses 13-14 we see 
the work of the Holy Spirit who is the guarantee or seal of our salvation until the last 
day. While each member is equally God and equally eternal, each holds a distinct 
function within the Godhead. 

This figure here from the ESV Study Bible shows these four points clearly:

E. Controversies & Heresies:
Tritheism: over-emphasis on the distinct roles leads to three distinct Gods.
Arianism: Arius, denied deity of Christ.
Modalism: God never exists as Father, Son, and Spirit simultaneously. The analogy of 
water, ice, gas breaks down because an H2O molecule cannot exists in each state 
simultaneously. Contemporary modalism is known as Oneness. It is an over-emphasis 
on the oneness of God, hence the name. God exists as the Spirit in this age. The Father, 
Son are non existent. 

F. Analogies: Wayne Grudem speaks to the shortcomings of any analogy that seeks to 
explain the Trinity: 

Sometimes people have used several analogies drawn from nature or human 
experience to attempt to explain this doctrine. Although these analogies are 
helpful at an elementary level of understanding, they all turn out to be inadequate 
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or misleading on further reflection. To say, for example, that God is like a three-
leaf clover, which has three parts yet remains one clover, fails because each leaf is 
only part of the clover, and any one leaf cannot be said to be the whole clover. But 
in the Trinity, each of the persons is not just a separate part of God, each person 
is fully God. Moreover, the leaf of a clover is impersonal and does not have 
distinct and complex personality in the way each person of the Trinity does. 
Others have used the analogy of a tree with three parts: the roots, trunk, and 
branches all constitute one tree. But a similar problem arises, for these are only 
parts of a tree, and none of the parts can be said to be the whole tree. Moreover, 
in this analogy the parts have different properties, unlike the persons of the 
Trinity, all of whom possess all of the attributes of God in equal measure. And the 
lack of personality in each part is a deficiency as well. The analogy of the three 
forms of water (steam, water, and ice) is also inadequate because (a) no quantity 
of water is ever all three of these at the same time, (b) they have different 
properties or characteristics, (c) the analogy has nothing that corresponds to the 
fact that there is only one God (there is no such thing as “one water” or “all the 
water in the universe”), and (d) the element of intelligent personality is 
lacking.”18

Resources for further study:
The Knowledge of the Holy, A.W. Tozer
The Attributes of God, Arthur W. Pink
Knowing God, J.I. Packer
Father, Son, & Holy Spirit: Relationships, Roles, & Relevance, Bruce Ware
The Doctrine of God, John Frame
God is the Gospel, John Piper
The Pleasures of God, John Piper
The Deep Things of God, Fred Sanders
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