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What is Creation, Man, and Sin?

by Freddy Taul

I. INTRODUCTION
 Where did the world come from? Where did we come from? And, how did it end 
up the way that it is? Has it always been this bad? These are fundamental questions that 
every human being asks about the world, mankind, and the evil in it. Not only are these 
fundamental questions asked by the world at large, but these are fundamental questions 
to which the Bible gives explanation. In this section of our class we will study the 
doctrines of creation, man, and sin. At first glance, these may not seem like issues of 
great importance, except for sin of course, but the answers we give to these questions 
are worldview shaping questions. Therefore, we cannot treat them lightly. 

II. GENESIS 1: CREATION
 The Bible opens with a profound statement. “In the beginning, God 
created...” (Gen. 1:1). Scripture begins with the truth that God is the eternal creator of 
all things and this truth rings out through all of Scripture. To know God as creator was 
seen as such an important truth found in Scripture that the early church included it in 
the first line of the Nicene Creed, which says, “I believe in God the Father Almighty; 
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.”

Psalm 33:6, 9

“By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,
 and by the breath of his mouth all their host.

For he spoke, and it came to be;
 he commanded, and it stood firm.”

John 1:3

 “All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 
 that was made.”

Acts 4:24

 “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything 
 in them...”

Colossians 1:16
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 “For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
 whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
 through him and for him.”

Hebrews 11:3

 “By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so 
 that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.”

Revelation 4:11

 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
  to receive glory and honor and power,
 for you created all things,
  and by your will they existed and were created.”

 As we examine these verses it is crystal clear that God is the creator of all things. 
There is little need to convince you of that. Another important truth to see is that within 
the Triune Godhead there is a distribution of roles. And here, we see that it is Christ who 
is agent of creation (Jn. 1:3; Col. 1:16). It is right to say that God created all things 
because Scripture teaches that, but it more specifically teaches that Christ, the second 
member of the Godhead is the agent of creation. That does not mean that the Father and 
Spirit are not active in some way. I don’t know that Scripture speaks to that issue but 
what is revealed is crystal clear. God in Jesus Christ created all things. This is also 
affirmed in the Nicene Creed.1 

 Before we get into the specifics, let’s look at one aspect of creation that is crucial 
to our study. When God created the heavens and the earth, he created it all out of 
nothing. There was nothing in existence before he created everything. This is called 
creatio ex nihilo, which is Latin for “creation out of nothing.” This further attests to the 
power of God, who is able to bring everything out of nothing in order to make 
something. A quote from Tozer that we read in the last section is again appropriate: 
“Origin is a word that can apply only to things created. When we think of anything that 
has origin we are not thinking of God. God is self-existent, while all created things 
necessarily originated somewhere at some time. Aside from God nothing is self-
caused...and it is precisely this concept of no-origin that distinguishes That-which-is-
God from whatever is not God.” 2

 Genesis 1:2 tells us that “the earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters.” So, God has created the heavens and the earth, yet they were still empty, or void 
and “without form”. The rest of chapter one shows us God forming & filling his creation. 
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Day 1: God creates the light, and separates it from the darkness. God calls the light day 
and the darkness night (vv. 3-5). 

Day 2: God creates the seas and heaven (vv. 6-8). 

Day 3: God creates the fertile earth (vegetation & plants) and he divides the waters into 
seas (vv. 9-13). 

Day 4: God creates the sun, stars, & moon (vv. 14-19). 

Day 5: God creates sea creatures and birds (vv. 20-23).

Day 6: God creates all land animals (beasts, livestock, & creeping things) and man (vv. 
24-31).  

 Looking back at the six days of creation we can see the forming & filling divided 
into 3 days each. The first 3 days are forming and the second 3 days are filling. 

1. On day 1 one God forms night and day, then on day 4 he fills it with the sun, moon, & 
stars to rule over them. 

2. On day 2 he forms the seas and heavens, then on day 5 he fills them with birds and 
sea creatures. 

3. On day 3 he forms the fertile earth, then on day 6 he fills it with land animals and 
man. 

 A very important thing we don’t want to miss here is that creation is good. Six 
times God says that his creation is “good” (vv. 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25). And, at the end of the 
sixth day God looks at all that he has made and says that it is “very good” (1:31). God 
created a genuinely good world. Even sharks, snakes & spiders were good. This we 
would expect from a God who is himself a good God. 

 When we studied the doctrine of Scripture we learned that Scripture is what we 
call special revelation. This is in contrast to what is called general revelation, which is 
creation itself. It is also known as natural revelation because we are talking about the 
natural world, including mankind. As we will see from Scripture general revelation is 
given to all people everywhere, whereas special revelation is not.   

 So, what does creation reveal about God? We can see evidence of God’s power, 
his creativity, and his wisdom. ASK: in what ways do we see these attributes of God in 
nature? 

 Romans 1:19-20 is a classic text about the nature of general revelation. I’ll read v. 
18 also for context: “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the 
truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
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them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse.” Creation reveals the eternal power & divine nature of 
God to all people leaving no one with an excuse. None can get to heaven and tell God 
they never knew who he was in order to receive pardon. 

 Psalm 19:1 is another classic text about the revelation found in creation. The 
Psalmist writes, “The heavens declare the glory of God, the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.” REPEAT. The heavens reveal to us the greatness of God in all that he is.  

 God also reveals himself in mankind. As we will see in a minute, man is made in 
the image of God, thus revealing God in our being. More specifically God is revealed in 
our hearts. Rom. 2:14-15 says, “For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature 
do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the 
law. They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts...” There is a moral 
imprint in our hearts that leads us to view things as right or wrong. Scripture tells us 
that murder is wrong, but that is something most human beings sense in their hearts. 

III. GENESIS 2: MAN
 The creation of man begins at the end of chapter 1, but it is expounded upon in 
chapter 2:2-25. I’d like to read these texts and then point out some key points. 

Genesis 1:26-31
“[26] Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
 
 [27] So God created man in his own image,
  in the image of God he created him;
  male and female he created them.
 
  [28] And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” [29] And God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. [30] And to every 
beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And 
it was so. [31] And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Genesis 2:4-25
 “[4] These are the generations
 of the heavens and the earth when they were created,
 in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens.
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  [5] When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field 
had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there 
was no man to work the ground, [6] and a mist was going up from the land and was 
watering the whole face of the ground— [7] then the LORD God formed the man of dust 
from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 
living creature. [8] And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there 
he put the man whom he had formed. [9] And out of the ground the LORD God made to 
spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in 
the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 [10] A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and 
became four rivers. [11] The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed 
around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. [12] And the gold of that land is 
good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. [13] The name of the second river is the Gihon. 
It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. [14] And the name of the third 
river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
 [15] The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and keep it. [16] And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat 
of every tree of the garden, [17] but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 
 [18] Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper fit for him.” [19] Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed 
every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to 
see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that 
was its name. [20] The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens 
and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 
[21] So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took 
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. [22] And the rib that the LORD God 
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. [23] Then 
the man said,       
 
 “This at last is bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh;
 she shall be called Woman,
  because she was taken out of Man.”
 
  [24] Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and they shall become one flesh. [25] And the man and his wife were both naked 
and were not ashamed.”

A. Man is made to reflect the image of the God: In Gen. 1:26, God says, “Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness” (emphasis added). The following definition 
captures well what it means to be made in the image of God: “The fact that man is made 
in the image of God means that man is like God and represents him.”3 Notice the use of 
the plural pronouns “us” and “our” in that verse. What could this mean? We learned 
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earlier that God is both one and three. He is the Triune God, a fundamental teaching in 
Christian theology. It is this triune God speaking here as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
and it is this triune God in whose image we are made. So, the essence of what it means 
to be human is to be made in the image of the Trinity. No other created being or thing 
can hold claim to that; only mankind can do so. 
 
 Last week we spoke of God’s communicable attributes, those attributes which we 
clearly share with him. These attributes are part of the way in which we are made after 
his image & likeness. Ultimately, we can look to Jesus as what it means to be made in 
the image & likeness of God. . He was both fully God & fully man. Col. 1:15 & 2 Cor. 4:5 
both say that Christ is the image of God. Heb. 1:3 says, “He is the radiance of the glory 
of God and the exact imprint of his nature.” So, we look to Christ as the great image and 
imprint of God to see how we are made in our Triune God’s image.

B. Man is made to reproduce & rule: After God created man & woman, he 
commanded them to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth” (Gen. 1:28). This is known as the cultural mandate. 
Adam & Eve are told to reproduce in order to fill the earth and rule in order to subdue 
the earth. Multiply and fill the earth simply means “have babies”. We must see 
procreation as an integral part of marriage, not an optional one. Unfortunately, we do 
live in a world full of sin and some are not able to have biological children of their own. 
In cases such as this, the couple is not in sin for not procreating. An attitude against 
having children is sinful, however. Children are a blessing because they are a fulfillment 
of God’s command to the first man & woman, and they are image bearers of God! 

 God also gave them rule over his earth. 1:28 says, “have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” Then in 2:15, Moses writes, “The LORD God took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to work it and keep it.” Together man and woman were to serve as God’s 
vice regents here on earth. They were to steward this good creation and expand Eden 
beyond its borders to cover the earth. It is a prototypical temple that will have its 
consummation in the New Jerusalem as God dwells forever in it with his people. 

C. Man is made to be righteous: God made man to reflect his image, reproduce & 
rule his earth, and he made man to be righteous according to his law. God gave them 
Adam & Eve two commands to keep. The first was the cultural mandate to multiply, fill 
the earth and subdue the earth. Second, “God commanded the man, saying, ‘You may 
surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die’” (2:15-17). Adam 
had perfect fellowship with God so he knew that he was to obey whatever he told him. 
He had two simple commands that he was to obey. All throughout the Bible we 
encounter the Holy God who calls us to righteousness and obedience to his Law. We are 
to be righteous. 

6



 We’ve seen three big reasons why man was made. There is another reason that I 
would like to offer. This one comes from the Westminster Shorter Catechism composed 
in 1647. If you don’t know what a catechism is, it is a tool used primarily for teaching 
doctrine in the form of questions and answers. Many Presbyterian churches use 
catechisms, especially the Shorter Catechism. The first question of the Wesminster 
Shorter Catechism is this: “What is the chief end of man?” The answer: “Man’s chief end 
is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.” Pastor John Piper offers a slightly tweaked 
version of this answer saying that “the chief end of man is to glorify God by enjoying 
him forever.”4 The Westminster answer could be taken as two separate ends: glorify God 
as one and enjoy him as the other. Piper doesn’t believe that is what they meant, but it 
could be taken that way. 

 Scripturally speaking Paul tells us to do all that we do to the glory of God (1 Cor. 
10:31). Everything we do should honor the Lord and bring praise to his name. Ps. 86:9 
says, “All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, and 
shall glorify your name.” Rev. 4:11 says, ““Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and 
were created.” We are to glorify God because he created us. This is especially relevant as 
we talk about creation tonight. Speaking of our enjoyment of God listen to the words of 
Ps. 16:5-11: 
 
 [5] The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup;
  you hold my lot.
  [6] The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
  indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.
 
 [7] I bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
  in the night also my heart instructs me.
  [8] I have set the LORD always before me;
  because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
 
 [9] Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices;
  my flesh also dwells secure.
  [10] For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
  or let your holy one see corruption.
 
 [11] You make known to me the path of life;
  in your presence there is fullness of joy;
  at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Paul commends us to “rejoice in the Lord” in Phil. 4:4. John records these words in Rev.  
4:3-4: “I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. [4] He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall  
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be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.’” 

We glorify God foremost by our satisfaction in him because we find that all we need and 
all we are is in him and in nothing else. That is what he calls us to. 

 Let me close this section with this paragraph from the ESV Study Bible. I think it 
summarizes all of this well: 
 

“Both men and women are made in God's image, and therefore they are more like 
God than anything else in all creation. Human beings are intended to live as 
God's created analogy for his own glory. God did not create humans because of 
any need within himself but primarily so that he would be glorified in them as 
they delight in him and reflect his character. We were created primarily to be in 
relationship with our Creator and find our greatest joy in him. When people are 
supremely satisfied in him, God is rightly honored and delights in his creation.” 5

D. Man is made for relationship: Throughout the course of the creation narrative 
of Genesis 1, there is this refrain after the days of creation: “And God saw that it was 
good.” This is repeated six times throughout Genesis 1. Then at the end of chapter 1, we 
read, “And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.” There 
was nothing wrong in the world at this point, so we think. The story continues, however. 

 Before sin has entered the scene, we find that something is not good. Something, 
or someone is missing. Genesis 2:18 says, “It is not good that the man should be alone.” 
Here is the first instance of something being wrong in the world. That is that man is 
alone in the world without a suitable helper. So, God fixes the problem. He creates 
woman, for “she was taken out of Man” (2:23). God’s design was never for humans to 
live in isolation, but in relationship & community with one another. 

IV. GENESIS 3: SIN
 So far we have looked at creation & man. They were both good in their original 
condition, but we all know that something goes terribly wrong in Genesis 3. Sin enters 
God’s perfect creation. The serpent tempts the woman. Asked if God really said they 
would die by eating the fruit. She believes him and eats of the fruit. She then gives to her 
husband. God curses all three guilty parties. Now, sin & death have entered into the 
world. Just one chapter later would we see its effects in the murder of Abel by his 
brother Cain. Sin is gruesome and ugly. It shows no favor, it shows no restraint. It is a 
full on assault and rebellion against God. 

 In Genesis 1 & 2 we saw that man was made to reflect, reproduce & rule, and be 
righteous. What we see in Genesis 3 is a complete failure to do those things. Following 
their sin of eating the fruit, Adam & Eve cover themselves because they are ashamed of 
their nakedness. They are ashamed of their image. They were made to reflect God’s 
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image, but now they are ashamed of it. They failed to rule over creation by submitting 
themselves to the words of the Serpent and not the words of God. And, they obviously 
failed to be righteous by disobeying God’s command. As a result, all of creation was 
subjected to futility and bound to decay, Rom. 8:20-21 says. And, all men everywhere 
suffer the penalty of death, Rom. 3:23 says. Sin is death. We don’t suffer death only 
because of Adam’s sin, which ushered in death (Rom.5:12). We suffer death because of 
our own sinful nature. You may have heard of the doctrine of total depravity. This does 
not mean that we are as sinful as we could be. Rather, there is no aspect of our being 
that is not tainted by sin in some way. Sin’s affects are so deep that Paul says we are 
dead in our trespasses and sins apart from Christ (Eph.2:1). 

 The ESV SB defines sin as “anything (whether in thoughts, actions, or attitudes) 
that does not express or conform to the holy character of God as expressed in his moral 
law.”6 This is a broad definition because Scripture speaks of sin, or describes it in many 
different ways. 

Some examples are: 

• “doing...evil” (Judg. 2:11)
• “disobedience” (Rom. 5:19)
• “transgression” (Ex. 23:21; 1 Tim. 2:14)
• “iniquity” (Lev. 26:40)
• “lawlessness” (Titus 2:14, 1 John 3:4)
• “trespass” (Eph. 2:1)
• “ungodliness” (1 Pet. 4:18)
• “unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9)
• “unholy” (1 Tim. 1:9)
• “wickedness” (Prov. 11:31)

 Some have offered what they believe to be the root sin, or the sin that leads to all 
sins. The two that I have heard are pride & idolatry. I think they are very similar. Pride 
on the one hand is thinking more highly of oneself than you ought to while idolatry is 
creating a god out of something that is not God himself. Tim Keller has spoken a great 
deal about idolatry especially in his book Counterfeit Gods. I think one can make a good 
case for this being the root sin. 

Theologian D.A. Carson has these words to say about idolatry: 

The hear of all evil is idolatry itself. It is the de-godding of God. It is the 
creature swinging his puny fist in the face of his maker and saying, in 
effect, “If you do not see things my way, I’ll make my own gods! I’ll be my 
own God!” Small wonder that sin most frequently said to arouse God’s 
wrath is not murder, say, or pillage, or any other horizontal barbarism, but 
idolatry-that which dethrones God. That is also why, in every sin, it is God 
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is the most offended party, as David himself well understood: “Against you 
only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in 
your verdict and justified when you judge” (Ps. 51:4).7

When we sin we are choosing our desires over God’s. We choose flesh over Spirit. We 
choose death over life. We choose self over the Savior. 

The ESV Study Bible includes some elements of sin that I would like to share with you: 

1. Sin is moral evil (e.g., murder) as opposed to natural evil (e.g., cancer). 
Moral evil is personal rebellion against God, and it is what brought natural 
evil into the world.

2. Sin is always and ultimately related to God. While sin has devastating 
societal, relational, and physical ramifications, the central problem of sin 
is that it offends and incurs the wrath of God. David demonstrates this 
understanding in his confession of adultery and murder: “Against you, you 
only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be 
justified in your words and blameless in your judgment” (Ps. 51:4). This is 
not to minimize his sin against Bathsheba, her husband Uriah, or the 
people of Israel, but rather to recognize that, relatively speaking, it is God 
he has ultimately offended, and it is to God alone that he must finally 
answer. Sin is a personal attack on the character and ordinances of God.

3. Sin is breaking God's law, which can take several forms. There are sins 
of omission (not doing what we should) as well as sins of commission 
(doing what we should not do). Breaking one of God's commandments is 
rebellion against the entire character of God, and in that sense it is 
equivalent to breaking all of the commandments: “For whoever keeps the 
whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of 
it” (James 2:10; cf. Gal. 3:10). God's unified law is a reflection of his 
personal nature and claims, which means that rejecting one of his laws 
amounts to rejecting him.

 Although breaking one commandment makes one guilty of breaking 
God's entire law, God recognizes that there are gradations of sin. These 
gradations are based on differences in knowledge (Ezek. 8:6, 13; Matt. 
10:15; Luke 12:47–48; John 19:11), intent (Num. 15:30–31), kind, and 
effect. Nevertheless, even sin done in ignorance is still sin, and everyone 
still equally needs Jesus to pay the penalty for their sin. While God 
recognizes degrees of sin on a human, ethical level, it remains the case that 
all people are equally guilty before God and equally in need of Christ's 
atoning work.
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4. Sin is rooted deep in our very nature, and sinful actions reveal the 
condition of a depraved heart within: “Out of the heart come evil thoughts,  
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander” (Matt. 
15:19; cf. Matt. 7:15–19). Internal attitudes are frequently identified as 
sinful or righteous in the Bible, and God demands not only correct 
outward actions but also that the heart be right (Ex. 20:17; Heb. 13:5).

5. Sin has brought about a guilty standing before God and a corrupted 
condition in all humans. The pronouncement of guilt is God's legal 
determination that people are in an unrighteous state before him, and the 
condition of corruption is our polluted state which inclines us toward 
ungodly behavior. By the grace of God, both this inherited guilt and this 
inherited moral pollution are atoned for by Christ: “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).8

Resources:
• Spectacular Sins: And Their Global Purpose in the Glory of Christ, Piper
• Respectable Sins, Jerry Bridges
• Tempted and Tried, Russell Moore
• Counterfeit Gods, Tim Keller
• 50 Crucial Questions, Piper & Grudem
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