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I. INTRODUCTION
 Traditionally, studies of systematic theology begin with the doctrine of Scripture, 
and for good reason. The Bible is the God’s gracious gift to his people for their 
instruction and edification. God has not given us any other source of instruction and 
edification like he has done in his Word. It is to the Bible that we look for those things. It 
gives instruction, or teaching on who God is, how we are to live as Christians, how our 
local churches should operate, and countless others. It is more than an instruction 
manual though. The Bible is also given for the edification of God’s people, his church. 
That is, in Scripture we find living words that ground us in our faith. We find living 
words that can bring life to dead hearts. Jeremiah records the words of God in 23:29, 
which say, “Is not My word like fire...and like a hammer that pulverizes rock?” (HCSB).  
We are not dealing with mere ink on paper when we are talking about the Word of God. 
So, let us approach his word with humility and thankfulness during our study. 

In this study we will examine a number of issues regarding Scripture: 

• The Bible as revelation
• The Bible as God’s Word
• Inspiration of Scripture
• Different forms of God’s Word
• Characteristics of God’s Word
• The Canon of Scripture (books, languages, how it came to be)
• Bible translations

II. WHAT IS THE BIBLE?
A. The Bible is revelation.
 Scripture is what we call revelation. The word revelation means "an uncovering, 
a removal of the veil, a disclosure of what previously unknown."1 More specifically, 
“revelation is the disclosure by God of truths at which people could not arrive without 
divine initiative and enabling.” 2 However, Scripture is not just any type of revelation. It 
is what theologians call ‘special’ revelation. It is called ‘special’ revelation because there 
is something unique about it that is not found in another form of revelation known as 
general revelation.3 That is to say, if God had never revealed the truths in the Bible, we 
would have never known them. Therefore, we can say that Scripture as revelation is the 
most fundamental aspect of Scripture. One author goes so far as to say that God 
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speaking to us “is the foundation of Christian faith.”4 No revelation=no Scripture=no 
knowledge of God, or of Christ, or of his Gospel! We are hopeless without revelation. 
However, that is not to say our hope is in revelation, but in the One revealed through it. 

 Jesus himself attested to the necessity of revelation in Matthew 16. He and his 
disciples have just entered Caesarea Philippi when he asks them “Who do people say 
that I am?” (16:13). They answered, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets” (16:14). He then directs the question to the 
disciples themselves asking, “Who do you say that I am?” (16:15). Peter, always being 
quick to the answer, says “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (16:16). Jesus’ 
answer is critical: He says, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven” (16:17). Everyone was trying to 
figure out who this Jesus guy was, and they all had it wrong. Why? Because his identity 
had not been revealed to them, nor could they figure it out by their own doing. Even the 
Pharisees, the scholars & teachers, didn’t get it. Peter, however, had been given the 
revelation of Christ’s true identity from God the Father. Peter never asked for it. The 
Father chose to reveal this “according to the purpose of his will” (Eph.1:5). 

 Jesus again testifies to the necessity of revelation in Luke 1o. He says, “[21] I 
thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the 
wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was 
your gracious will. [22] All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no 
one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” The point I want you to see is that 
revelation is of God, not man. He is the one who reveals his identity to us through the 
Son. This is a humbling truth for Christians because he has chosen to reveal to us the 
identity of the Son according to his “gracious will”, Jesus says. 

 Paul also attests to revelation in his letter to the Galatians 1:11-12, “For I would 
have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel. 
For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a 
revelation of Jesus Christ.”  

 These passages show that divine revelation is necessary to know who Jesus is, 
and thus for salvation. That is the purpose of revelation: to reveal Jesus Christ as God 
the Son through the power of God the Spirit to the glory of God the Father. Jesus Christ 
is the fullest revelation ever given. Col. 1:19 says, “In him the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell. Jn 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.” Then in Jn 1:14, it says “The Word (who is God) became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.” Jesus, the fullness of God, came to earth, revealing the fullness 
of him who dwelt within.

We’ve seen that Bible is revelation. Now we will see that the Bible is the Word of God.
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B. The Bible is the Word of God.

1. The Inspiration of Scripture: Fundamentally, what makes Scripture the Word of 
God is that God himself inspired & spoke the words himself. In 2 Tim. 3:16 Paul writes, 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God...” Another way this could be said is “All Scripture 
is God-breathed.” Most translations differ in their wording. Here are a few examples:

NASB: “All Scripture is inspired by God.”
NIV: “All Scripture is God-breathed.”
KJV: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.”
ESV: “All Scripture is breathed out by God.”
ASV: “Every Scripture inspired by God...” Problem here?

 Though it was men who literally penned the 66 books of the Bible, it was God 
who spoke, who ‘breathed’ them into existence. He spoke his Word through the biblical 
authors. Remember that revelation only happens because God chooses to. Scripture is 
not the product of men. 1 Pet. 1:20 says, “For no prophecy was ever produced by the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 

 The theological term for the inspiration of all Scripture by God is verbal plenary 
inspiration. Verbal because we are talking about the words and language of Scripture. 
Plenary because the WHOLE of Scripture is inspired. And, inspiration because it is not 
the authors who are the sole persons behind Scripture. There was an outside influence 
behind their writing. 2 Tim. 3:16 clearly affirms this: “All (plenary) Scripture (verbal) is 
breathed out by God (inspiration).” 

Multiple theories of inspiration that have been proposed throughout church history. I 
will read you these definitions and I want you to think about the problems they have:
 

• Intuition Theory: Inspiration is a high degree of insight. The writers of 
Scripture were essentially geniuses. Scripture then is merely a reflection of the 
Hebrew people’s spiritual experiences.5

 
• Illumination Theory: there is an influence of the HS upon the authors, but 

involving only a heightening of their normal powers. No special communication 
of truth, only increased sensitivity to spiritual matters.6

• Dynamic Theory: combination of divine/human elements in writing the Bible. 
The Spirit of God works by directing the writer to the thoughts or concepts, and 
allowing the writers own personality to come into play in the choice of words 
and expressions.7
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• Dictation Theory: God actually dictated the Bible to the writers. Passages 
where the Spirit is depicted as telling the author precisely what to write are 
regarded as applying to the entire Bible. Different authors did not write in 
distinctive styles.8

 
• Encounter Theory: In regards to it’s composition, the Bible differs little from 

other books. The Bible is unique because the Spirit uses it as a means of 
revelation. Through the ongoing work of inspiration, the Bible becomes 
revelation. The Bible is not the Word of God, but becomes the Word of God in 
existential encounter.9 Theologian Karl Barth championed this position clearly 
seen in these words recorded in an interview: “Anything in the Bible may 
become God’s Word to me.”

    
 The view that is most consistent with Scripture is of course the verbal plenary 
inspiration theory. I would contend that it is not merely a theory because we can clearly 
back it with Scripture.

 Scripture itself further testifies that it is the Word of God. When you read through 
the OT, you will notice a certain phrase used over and over again: “Thus says the Lord”. 
This phrase is used over 400 times throughout Scripture. If you search this phrase on 
the ESV online site, it will give you 414 results. 150 of them come from the book of 
Jeremiah. The New Testament itself refers to the OT Scripture constantly. In the 
Gospels, Jesus rebuked the Pharisees numerous times by asking them “Have you not 
read?” He also quotes from the OT many times as well, especially in regards to the 
fulfillment of prophecy. The problem was that they had read, but did not understand. 
Paul cites & alludes to the OT throughout his letters. The Letter to the Hebrews is 
overflowing with OT references and quotations. This makes sense because the letter is 
written to Jewish Christians. Scripture is clear: it is the Word of God. 

What about the NT as Scripture? We will get to that towards the end of this lecture when 
we look at the formation of the Canon. 

2. Different Forms of the Word of God10: God’s Word is not limited to Scripture in 
that it is only in the form of ink on paper. There are different forms that his word has 
come to us and his people. 
 
 a. God’s word comes to us through Jesus: Jesus, as we previously 
discussed, is the Word made flesh (Jn. 1:1, 14). However, he is never equated with 
Scripture. They are not the same. Jesus is the Word; the Bible is the Word. However, 
they are not equal. We do not worship the Bible; we worship the one who the Bible tells 
us to worship: Jesus. The Bible did not die for us. This may all seem obvious, but I want 
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to be clear that Jesus and the Bible are not the same, though they are both called the 
Word of God. 

 b. God’s word also comes to us through decrees: “A decree of God is a 
word of God that causes something to happen.”11 We read in Gen. 1:3, “God said, ‘Let 
there be light’; and there was light.” God created the world by the power of his word. 
Heb. 1:3 says the Christ “upholds the universe by the word of his power.” John 1:3 says, 
“All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made.” This Word that created the world is Christ himself, not mere speech, but a 
person. Paul affirms this in Col. 1:16: “For by him all things were created, in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things were created through him and for him.” God’s decrees are powerful & 
effective. 

 c. God’s word comes to us through personal address: God has not only 
spoken through decree in order to create or uphold, but he has also spoken directly to 
people on earth. In the Garden of Eden God commanded Adam to not eat of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. He spoke to Moses multiple times, including through a 
burning bush and on Mt. Sinai to give him the Ten Commandments. He spoke from 
heaven at the baptism of Jesus. Following his ascension into heaven, Jesus spoke to Saul 
on the road to Damascus which resulted in his conversion. Though God is not bound to 
human language, in all of these instances he was able to be understood.  

 d. God’s word comes to us through human mouths: The best example of 
God speaking his word through humans is the prophets. God raised up many prophets 
to speak his word. Often these words were of condemnation because of the sin of Israel. 
In Jeremiah 1:9, God says to Jeremiah, “Behold, I have put my word in your mouth.” He 
also told him to speak whatever he told him (Jer.1:7).

 e. God’s word comes to us in written form: The most obvious form of this 
is the Bible. We do not believe there are other written forms of God’s word. The first 
recorded giving of God’s written word was the giving of the Ten Commandments, 
written in stone. Exodus 31:18 & 32:16 both affirm that the Ten Commandments were 
written by God. We in Deuteronomy and in Joshua that God added to his law and that 
Moses recorded it in the book of The Law (Deut. 31:24; Josh. 24:26). Isaiah & Jeremiah 
were also commanded to write down God’s law in a book (Isa. 30:8; Jer. 30:2).  

3. Characteristics of God’s Word12

 a. The Authority of God’s Word: God’s Word is not just abstract words with 
no meaning or bearing in our lives. God’s word is authoritative. It is authoritative 
because it is God’s word and because that word is true. Ps. 19 is one of the most 
poignant expressions of the truthfulness of God’s word. David describes God’s word as 
perfect, sure, right, pure, clean & true (Ps. 19:7-9). Jesus says in John 17:17, “Your word 
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is truth.” We know that Jesus knew the Scriptures well. Throughout the Gospels he 
points to the Messianic prophecies concerning himself, thus showing their authority, 
their truthfulness. He also confronts the Pharisee’ misunderstandings of Scripture with 
Scripture. In the wilderness, he fights the temptations of Satan with Scripture. Each 
time he quotes from Deuteronomy. God’s word is true. 

 The authority of God’s word ultimately rests in God himself, in who he is. We 
believe that God is righteous, just, merciful, gracious, loving, and true. We see in 
Scripture that God is ‘a god of his word.’ He always keeps his promises. We can lean on 
and trust in what he says because he is true and righteous. If we believe that God’s word 
is authoritative, then if we disobey God’s word, we disobey God himself. 

 The authority of God’s word means that it has the final say on everything. His 
word, written & enfleshed in Christ, is the standard by which we measure our lives and 
seek conformity to. It also means that his word is to guide our practice and mission as a 
church. We do not look to the world for what works and defines success. We look to his 
word, which is our first and final authority. And, lastly it means that his word is to be the 
authority in determining our doctrine, which is what this class is about. We do get our 
theology from our own thoughts, or from the beliefs of this world. We get our theology 
from the Word, not the world. Any theology not based on Scripture is no theology at all.  

 b. The Clarity of God’s Word: “The clarity of Scripture entails the affirmation 
that Scripture is written in such a way that it may be understood by those who, with the 
aid of the Holy Spirit, read or hear the biblical text.”13 If you are a believer, you have the 
Holy Spirit. If you have the Holy Spirit, you have the one who Jesus told us would guide 
us into the truth (Jn 16:13). So, when we read Scripture we can trust that the Spirit will 
help us to understand it. That does not mean that we will instantly understand 
everything we read. We are still limited, sinful human beings. But, with the Spirit’s help 
we can understand Scripture, especially areas of greatest importance such as the Gospel, 
who God is, how we are to live, etc. 

 Understanding Scripture is not limited only to believers. There are basic facts and 
truths that are plain to any eye. However, there are certain things that only believers can 
understand. Paul writes in 1 Cor. 2:14-16, “The natural person does not accept the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual person judges all things, but is 
himself to be judged by no one. ‘For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to 
instruct him?’ But we have the mind of Christ.” And in 2 Cor. 4:4 he writes, “the god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” The primary thing that 
unbelievers cannot see in Scripture is “the gospel of the glory of Christ”, which happens 
to be the most important thing in Scripture. But, Paul says of those in Christ, “God, who 
said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
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 This all ties into the section on revelation that we began with. As I said, if we are 
not given revelation, we have no hope of seeing the glory of Christ in the Gospel. 

 c. The Sufficiency of God’s Word: “The sufficiency of Scripture means that 
Scripture contained all the words of God he intended his people to have at each stage of 
redemptive history, and that it now contains all the words of God we need for salvation, 
for trusting him perfectly, and for obeying him perfectly.”14 As believers we are “not 
lacking adequate revelation since the Bible provides all the revelation necessary for 
knowing and living as God intends.”15 Scripture does not speak to every issue we may 
face. Deut. 29:29 says, “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things 
that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words 
of this law.” God has not chosen to reveal to us the answer to all of life’s questions, but 
do know that Scripture is sufficient to guide us in right living and doctrine. 2 Tim. 
3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
competent, equipped for every good work.”
 
 d. The Necessity of God’s Word: Apart from Scripture we have no saving 
knowledge of God. We have no way of knowing God or what he wants us to do with our 
lives. We have no idea that he loves us and that his Son died for our sins. Earlier I said 
that if we don’t have revelation, or God’s Word, we are hopeless. This is why Scripture is 
necessary for us. 
 
 It is also necessary for our present lives, not only for salvation. If we do not have 
God’s word we cannot grow in holiness, or conformity to Christ, because the Bible is the 
primary means for our sanctification. John 17 is the record of the “High Priestly 
Prayer”, a prayer that Jesus prays on our behalf. Among the many things that he prays 
for is that those whom he was about to die for would be sanctified. Jesus himself prays 
that we would become more like him. This truth by itself is incredible and should cause 
us to praise God that he would do such a thing for us. But He doesn’t stop by simply 
asking that we would be sanctified. He specifically prays that the Father would sanctify 
us “in the truth.” This truth he says is God’s word; it is Scripture; it is the Bible. The 
application here is quite simple: if we don’t invest much time in God’s word, we can’t 
expect much growth in holiness.  

 Scripture does not operate alone in sanctifying us. Notice that Jesus asks the 
Father to sanctify us. He does not ask the truth to sanctify us. The Father sanctifies us 
through the Scriptures by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit & truth always work 
together, and they never contradict.   
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III. THE CANON OF SCRIPTURE
 The canon of Scripture is the collection of books that the church has recognized 
as having divine authority in matters of faith and doctrine. The word ‘canon’ comes from  
the Greek word kanon and the Hebrew word qaneh, which both mean “a rule” or 
“measuring rod.” The canon is an authority to which other truth claims are compared 
and by which they are measured. To speak of canonical writings is to speak of those 
books that are regarded as having divine authority. They are the books of the Bible.16

Let’s first look at the division of the books of the Bible.
 
A. Books of the Bible: There are 66 books in the Bible written by over forty authors, 
including kings, peasants, philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen, a doctor, & 
scholars. The OT contains 39 books, while the NT contains 27 books. Within each 
testament, there are divisions among the books based on the genre of each book. 

The Old Testament is divided into the Pentateuch, the Historical books, the Poetic and 
Wisdom Literature, and the Prophetic books. 

The Pentateuch contains the first five (=penta) books of the Bible, which are Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, & Deuteronomy. These 5 books are also known as the Law. 

The Historical books are Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, & Esther. These books chronicle the majority of the history of Israel 
following the death of Moses. 

The Poetic & Wisdom Literature contain Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, & Song of 
Solomon. 

The Prophetic books are Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, 
Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, & 
Malachi. Isaiah-Daniel are called the Major Prophets, while the rest are considered 
Minor Prophets. This designation does not signify importance. Rather, it is based on 
their size.

 The books of the New Testament don’t divvy up quite as neat as the OT does, but 
there are still obvious divisions: 

The Gospels & Acts: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, & Acts. Acts is considered a historical 
book, but it doesn’t fall into a category with any other NT writings. 

The Pauline Epistles: Romans, 1-2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, 1-2 Thessalonians, 1-2 Timothy, Titus, & Philemon. 
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The General Epistles & Revelation: Hebrews, James, 1-2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude, & 
Revelation. 

The reason we need to know how they are divided is so that we will know what genre we 
are reading. Each genre should be read differently. This is an issue of what is called 
hermeneutics, or interpretation, so I won’t get into that. Maybe that’ll be our next 
Rooted class. 
 
B. Languages of the Bible: There were three languages used in writing the original 
manuscripts of Scripture. The Old Testament was written primarily in Hebrew. There 
are small portions that were written in Aramaic. The New Testament was written in 
what is called koine Greek. Koine comes from the Greek word koinos, which means 
‘common’. Koine Greek was the common, spoken Greek as opposed to classical Greek 
used by philosophers and highly educated people of the day.

C. How did we get the Canon?: The most important point we need to recognize 
regarding the canon is this: the church did not create the Canon. New Testament 
scholar F.F. Bruce says:

“One thing must be emphatically stated. The New Testament books did not 
become authoritative for the Church because they were formally included 
in a canonical list; on the contrary, the Church included them in her canon 
because she already regarded them as divinely inspired, recognizing their 
innate worth and generally apostolic authority, direct or indirect. The first 
[Church] councils to classify the canonical books were both held in North 
Africa...but what these councils did was not to impose something new upon 
the Christian communities but to [organize] what was already the general 
practice of these communities” (emphasis mine). 17

Along this same line of thought theologian J.I. Packer says, “The Church no more gave 
us the New Testament canon than Sir Isaac Newton gave us the force of gravity. God 
gave us gravity, by His work of creation, and similarly he gave us the New Testament 
canon, by inspiring the individual books that make it up.” 18 

 What the church did was recognize those books that were canonical. The books 
themselves were inherently canonical not because they were chosen by some church 
council, though it was two church councils that finalized the canon, but because they 
had been divinely inspired. The churches had already recognized their divine 
inspiration. It was only at the councils that they were formerly recognized.

 The Church did have a criteria they followed in order to determine canonicity. 
The three primary criteria were19:
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1. Conformity to “the rule of faith.” Did the book conform to orthodoxy, Christian truth 
recognized as normative in the churches?

2. Apostolicity. Was the writer of the book an apostle or did the writer of the book have 
immediate contact with the apostles? All but a few of the New Testament writers were 
eyewitnesses to the events they recorded. Though not eyewitness, Luke received his 
information from Paul (Luke was Paul’s physician) and numerous eyewitnesses, while 
Mark received his information from Peter, who was an eyewitness. James and Jude were 
closely associated with the apostles in Jerusalem and were probably Jesus’ brothers, 
which would have also made them eyewitnesses. (This was the primary criteria.)

3. Catholicity. Did the book have widespread and continuous acceptance and usage by 
churches everywhere? (Catholic in this sense means the “universal” church, not Roman 
Catholic.)

The following quote provides further help and gives greater confidence to us in the 
matter: 

 “The fact that substantially the whole church came to recognize the twenty-seven 
books as canonical is remarkable when it is remembered that the result was not [forced]. 
All that the several churches throughout the Empire could do was to witness to their 
own experience with the documents and share whatever knowledge they might have 
about their origin and character. When consideration is given to the diversity in cultural 
backgrounds and in orientation to the essentials of the Christian faith within the 
churches, their common agreement about which books belonged to the New Testament 
serves to suggest that this final decision did not originate solely at the human level.” 20

IV. BIBLE TRANSLATIONS
 The latter part of the twentieth century saw an explosion of modern Bible 
translations giving Christians a number of versions to choose from. Therefore, choosing 
a Bible translation can be a daunting task, if you want to do it right. Most people grow 
up using a particular translation without ever seriously considering the legitimacy of 
that translation. The fact is not all translations are created equal. No two versions are 
the same because the translators take different approaches to the task. 

 Bible translation is a continuum that is bookended by two major approaches. 
These two approaches are the functional equivalence (or dynamic equivalence) and the 
formal equivalence. All translations fall somewhere on the continuum between those 
two approaches (see figure below). Functional equivalent translations “seeks to 
accurately convey the same meaning in a new language but is not so concerned about 
preserving the same number of words or equivalent grammatical constructions.”21 In 
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fewer words, it seeks to follow a “thought-for-thought” approach. The formal equivalent 
approach is “very concerned to preserve, as much as possible, the number of words and 
grammatical constructions from the original.” 22 This approach could be described as 
“word-for-word.” 

23

 While thought-for-thought translations (or paraphrases) can be helpful at times, 
word-for-word translations are better suited for daily reading, studying, and teaching. 
Word-for-word translations are more literal and, therefore, convey a closer rendering of 
the original meaning of the text.  The NASB is regarded as the most literal English 
translation. It is great for study, but due to its literal approach it can be a bit wooden in 
its reading. Greek & Hebrew grammar do not translate perfectly into English. It is 
always helpful to have multiple translations to give different perspectives on the text, 
although this lead to never landing on a solid meaning of the text.  

A. English Standard Version: I prefer the ESV, which is an essentially literal 
approach. It is published by Crossway who says, “The ESV Bible emphasizes ‘word-for-
word’ accuracy, literary excellence, and depth of meaning.”24 It is a great blend of 
accuracy and readability.

“The ESV is an ‘essentially literal’ translation that seeks as far as possible to capture the 
precise wording of the original text and the personal style of each biblical writer. As 
such, its emphasis is on ‘word-for-word’ correspondence, at the same time taking into 
account differences of grammar, syntax, and idiom between current literary English and 
the original languages. Thus it seeks to be transparent to the original text, letting the 
reader see as directly as possible the structure and meaning of the original” (emphasis 
added).

B. New International Version: The preface to the NIV states, “The first concern of 
the translators has been the accuracy of the translation and its fidelity to the thought of 
the biblical writers. They have weighed the significance of the lexical and grammatical 
details of the Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek texts. At the same time, they have striven for 
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more than a word-for-word translation. Because thought patterns and syntax differ 
from language to language, faithful communication of the meaning of the writers of the 
Bible demands frequent modifications in sentence structure and constant regard for the 
contextual meaning of words” (emphasis added).

C. New American Standard Bible: “The New American Standard Bible translation 
team adhered to the literal philosophy of translation. This is the most exacting and 
demanding method of translation, and requires a word-for-word translation that is 
accurate and precise, yet easily readable. This philosophy of translation follows the word 
and sentence patterns of the original authors so that the reader is free to understand 
God's message as the Holy Spirit leads.”25

D. Holman Christian Standard Bible: The HCSB follows what they call an 
“Optimal Equivalence” approach. “This approach seeks to combine the best features of 
both formal and dynamic equivalence. In the many places throughout Scripture where a 
word for word rendering is clearly understandable, a literal translation is used. In places 
where a literal rendering might be unclear, then a more dynamic translation is given. 
The HCSB® has chosen to use the balance and beauty of optimal equivalence for a fresh 
translation of God's word that is both faithful to the words God inspired and "user 
friendly" to modern readers.”26

E. King James Version: “In 1604, King James I of England authorized that a new 
translation of the Bible into English be started. It was finished in 1611, just 85 years after 
the first translation of the New Testament into English appeared (Tyndale, 1526). The 
Authorized Version, or King James Version, quickly became the standard for English-
speaking Protestants.” 27 Unfortunately, some have adopted the view that the KJV is “a 
superior translation of the Bible” despite the lack of historical and linguistic support.28 
Using the KJV for most people today would be quite difficult because of the use of 
seventeenth century English. Many have used the KJV for years and are used to its 
language, so that is not to say everyone should stop using the KJV all together. I would 
simply caution against giving it to those who have not read the Bible much or ever.  

Pastor Kevin DeYoung wrote a letter to his church about why he preferred the ESV to 
the NIV and proposed to switch to it as a church family. His closing paragraph is helpful 
in case you are wondering if this translation “stuff” really matters:
 

“Choosing a Bible translation is not a life or death decision, but it’s far 
from a minor issue either. The Bible we study, the Bible used in our 
pulpits, the Bible read to our children is the Bible that will shape our 
vocabulary about God and even the way we think about God. The 
translation we choose can clarify difficult passages for us as the translators 
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saw fit, or it can help us get closer to the world of the Bible, closer to the 
original languages, and closer to the figures and images of Scripture. The 
difference between the two approaches is not insignificant. “Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God” (Matt. 4:4). So why not let these words—ancient, imaginative, and 
sometimes ambiguous—shine through as much as we can?” 29

V. CONCLUSION
 We have covered much material on the doctrine of Scripture. I hope you have 
been encouraged tonight to study Scripture, trust Scripture, and treasure Scripture more 
than you did before. Our view of this great doctrine is truly fundamental to all of our 
other doctrinal beliefs. If we have a soft & shaky view of Scripture, we will not have 
confidence in other beliefs. But, if we have a strong & steady view of Scripture, we can 
have confidence in what it teaches us. A high view of Scripture is founded upon the truth 
that Scripture is God’s revealed & inspired word. Because of this we can trust the 
Scriptures to guide us through the Spirit in our thinking, in our loving, and in our living.

The following is simply extra material that I came across and thought it to be beneficial 
to this study: 

 In a blog post entitled “Jesus’ Doctrine of Scripture,” pastor Kevin DeYoung listed 
out several summary statements that capture what Jesus believed about Scripture:

Jesus held Scripture in the highest possible esteem. He knew his Bible 
intimately and loved it deeply. He often spoke with language of Scripture. 
He easily alluded to Scripture. And in his moments of greatest trial and 
weakness—like being tempted by the devil or being killed on a cross—he 
quoted Scripture.

His mission was to fulfill Scripture, and his teaching always upheld 
Scripture.

He never disrespected, never disregarded, never disagreed with a single 
text of Scripture.

He affirmed every bit of law, prophecy, narrative, and poetry. He 
shuddered to think of anyone anywhere violating, ignoring, or rejecting 
Scripture.

Jesus believed in the inspiration of Scripture, down  to the sentences, to 
the phrases, to the words, to the smallest letter, to the tiniest mark.
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He accepted the chronology, the miracles, and the authorial ascriptions as 
giving the straightforward facts of history.

He believed in keeping the spirit of the law without ever minimizing the 
letter of the law. He affirmed the human authorship of Scripture while at 
the same time bearing witness to the ultimate divine authorship of the 
Scriptures.

He treated the Bible as a necessary word, a sufficient word, a clear word, 
and the final word.

It was never acceptable in his mind to contradict Scripture or stand above 
Scripture.

He believed the Bible was all true, all edifying, all important, and all about 
him. He believed absolutely that the Bible was from God and was 
absolutely free from error. What Scripture says God says, and what God 
said was recorded infallibly in Scripture.

Jesus submitted his will to the Scriptures, committed his brain to study 
the Scriptures, and humbled his heart to obey the Scriptures.

In summary, it is impossible to revere the Scriptures more deeply or affirm  
them more completely than Jesus did. The Lord Jesus, God’s Son and our 
Savior, believed his Bible was the word of God down to the tiniest speck 
and that nothing in all those specks and in all those books in his Bible 
could ever be broken. 30

Resources:
• Scripture Alone, James White
• 40 Questions About Interpreting the Bible, Robert L. Plummer (While generally about 

interpretation, this book has some helpful information about some of the things we 
talked about in this lesson)

• Baptists and the Bible, Ross Bush & Tom Nettles
• Sola Scriptura: The Protestant Position of the Bible, ed. by Don Kistler
• How to Choose a Translation for All It’s Worth: A Guide to Understanding and using 

Bible Versions, Gordan Fee
• Reverberation, Jonathan Leeman
• The Journey from Texts to Translations, Paul D. Wegner (This book contains a great 

deal of information on how we got the Bible.) 
• See footnotes for more resources!
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