
Rooted: An Introduction to Christian Theology
Theology: What, Why, & How?

by Freddy Taul

I. Introduction
 Welcome to “Rooted: An Introduction to Christian Theology.” The title of the 
class comes from Paul’s letter to the Colossian church. In 2:6-7, he writes, “Therefore, as 
you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.” Paul is 
commending the Colossians to walk in Christ, but he doesn’t leave them with an vague 
or abstract command. He uses vivid imagery for us to see how it is we are to walk in 
Christ. Note the three characteristics of how we are to walk in Christ:

1. rooted 
2. built up 
3. established

 
These three characteristics give us the picture of a life that is strong, firm, and grounded 
in Christ Jesus. 

 Let me focus on the word rooted being that is the name of the class. Paul 
describes this walking as a tree firmly rooted in the ground. If we are the tree, Jesus is 
the soil in which we are rooted. At the moment the Spirit brings life to our hearts we are 
spiritually united to Christ. Thus we are to now walk or live out this new life rooted in 
Christ. He is the soil that sustains us, holds us, and we grow into. We want to grow our 
roots deep in him. The deeper our roots grow the stronger we are made by the Spirit. 
Just as a plant with shallow roots will not survive long, neither will we. Our roots must 
be firmly planted in the soil of the Savior. 

 The purpose of this class is to root you deeper into Christ through the study of the 
truths set forth in his Word. For the next several months we will be studying the 
fundamental doctrines, or teachings, of the Christian faith. This class is intended to help 
you learn biblical doctrine, love biblical doctrine, and live in accordance with biblical 
doctrine. I am not here simply to fill your brain with information. I am here to inform 
your mind with God’s truth so that it may inform your heart, and thus transform your 
life. I can’t change your heart, but God’s Word & truth can. Paul reminds the Colossians 
that they had been taught the truths of Christ, and so commends them to walk according 
to that teaching. That is what Rooted is about. Yes, we want you to learn and to 
understand and to think, but not as an end in itself. We want those things to happen so 
that they may help you love Christ more deeply and live for him more fully. 

 The study of theology is not an end in itself. It is a means to a far greater end. It’s 
been said that theology should lead to doxology. I don’t know who said it but they were 
right. We see a perfect example of this in the Book of Romans at the end of chapter 11. 
Romans 9-11 are some of the most theologically dense chapters in all of Scripture. I have 
heard stories of pastors who, when preaching through Romans, actually skipped those 
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three chapters! So, what do we find at the end of this immensely deep section of 
theology? Worship! 

In 11:33-36, Paul bursts into worship, saying, 

“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

 ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
  or who has been his counselor?’
 ‘Or who has given a gift to him 
  that he might be repaid?’

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 
forever. Amen.”

Paul sets a pattern that we should all follow. If our theology is not leading us to greater 
worship of God, we’ve gotten something wrong. 

II. What is theology? 
A. Definition: Before we dive into our study of theology it would be helpful to have a 
definition of theology so you know what it is we are getting into for our study. More 
importantly, as Christians, we should all know what theology is because it is the 
teaching of the Bible. First, we’ll look at a general definition of theology and then look at 
a definition of systematic theology, which is what this study will consist of. 

 1. General: The word theology comes from the Greek words for God and word. 
The Greek word for ‘God’ is theos and the Greek word for ‘word’ is logos. So, in essence, 
theology is “a word about God. So, when anyone speaks about God, whether that person 
dropped out of high school or completed a PhD in philosophy, he or she is engaged in 
theology.” 1  If you are one to think that the study of theology is only for pastors and 
scholars, I hope you are convinced otherwise. Nineteenth century baptist preacher 
Charles Spurgeon said, “The proper study of a Christian is the Godhead. The highest 
science, the loftiest speculation, the mightiest philosophy, which can ever engage the 
attention of a child of God, is the name, the nature, the person, the work, the doings, 
and the existence of the great God whom he calls his Father.”2 This is exactly what we 
are here to do. We are here to ponder and consider who God is, what he has done, what 
he is doing, and what he will do. 

 2. Systematic: While theology is a broad term, there are a number different 
theological disciplines one can study. The particular discipline we will engage in here is 
what is known as systematic theology. Wayne Grudem, a noted theologian & biblical 
scholar, defines systematic theology as “any study that answers the question ‘What does 
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the whole Bible teach us today?’ about any given topic.” 3  And, to ask what the Bible says 
about a given topic is to ask “what does God have to say about this?” He unpacks this by 
saying “this definition indicates that systematic theology involves collecting and 
understanding all the relevant passages in the Bible on various topics and then 
summarizing their teachings clearly so that we know what to believe about each 
topic” (emphasis mine).4  Thus the goal of ST is “to summarize biblical teaching on 
particular topics in order to draw definitive conclusions that intersect with life.” 5

In our study we will cover the full range of Christian doctrine. The doctrines we will 
cover are: 

• Doctrine of Revelation (Bibliology):
• General-creation
• Special-Scripture, Jesus

• Doctrine of God (Theology Proper): 
• attributes
• Trinity

• Doctrines of Creation, Man, and Sin (Anthropology, Hamartiology)
• Doctrines of Angels, Demons, Satan (Angelology, Demonology) 
• Doctrine of Christ (Christology)

• person
• work

• Doctrine of the Holy Spirit (Pneumatology)
• Doctrine of Salvation (Soteriology)
• Doctrine of the Future (Eschatology)

We will spend about two weeks on each of these topics. That will allow for a deeper 
study and more discussion. So, please feel free to ask questions. I can’t guarantee an 
answer but I will give it a shot or direct you to a resource. 

B. Theological Triage: When studying Scripture, theology, and church history it 
becomes apparent that there are certain doctrines that are more important than others, 
while there are doctrines that are less important than others. That does not mean, 
however, that any doctrine is unimportant. This differentiation is important to realize. If 
we miss this, we will waste our energies defending positions on doctrines that are not 
central to the Faith. So, how can we better differentiate the priority of various Christian 
doctrines? 
 
 Dr. Albert Mohler, president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, KY, wrote an article back in 2005 entitled, “A Call for Theological Triage and 
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Christian Maturity.” Following a trip to the emergency room, Dr. Mohler recalled how 
hospital staff and nurses prioritize who gets assistance first and realized the need for the 
same prioritization within Christian theology.Therefore, in this article he calls on 
Christians to make an effort to understand the varying priority of Christian doctrines. 
He breaks down his triage into three orders: first order, second order, and third order.
Dr. Mohler defines these orders as follows:   

 “First-level theological issues would include those doctrines most 
central and essential to the Christian faith. Included among these most 
crucial doctrines would be doctrines such as the Trinity, the full deity and 
humanity of Jesus Christ, justification by faith, and the authority of 
Scripture.

 The set of second-order doctrines is distinguished from the first-
order set by the fact that believing Christians may disagree on the second-
order issues, though this disagreement will create significant boundaries 
between believers. When Christians organize themselves into 
congregations and denominational forms, these boundaries become 
evident.

 Third-order issues are doctrines over which Christians may 
disagree and remain in close fellowship, even within local congregations. I 
would put most of the debates over eschatology, for example, in this 
category. Christians who affirm the bodily, historical, and victorious return 
of the Lord Jesus Christ may differ over timetable and sequence without 
rupturing the fellowship of the church. Christians may find themselves in 
disagreement over any number of issues related to the interpretation of 
difficult texts or the understanding of matters of common disagreement. 
Nevertheless, standing together on issues of more urgent importance, 
believers are able to accept one another without compromise when third-
order issues are in question.” 6

  The following graphic comes from the ESV Study Bible. This is a helpful 
graphic which essentially puts Dr. Mohler’s triage into picture form though it 
uses different terms. Absolutes would be first order doctrines, convictions second 
order doctrines, and opinions third order doctrines. This graphic includes 
questions, which is helpful because there are some things that the Lord has not 
clearly revealed to us in Scripture. When we come to these issues, Deut. 29:29 is a 
good verse to remember: “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the 
things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we do all 
the words of this law.” 
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 So, as we begin this study of Christian doctrine, having this triage in mind will 
help us guard against prideful opinion on certain doctrines. We must exercise grace with 
our fellow Christians when they express differences of conviction or opinion. As we 
journey through this class you will be confronted by theological positions that differ 
from your position. There is nothing wrong with that. We will cover some doctrines that 
over the years have been the topic of heated debate. None of these topics are matters of 
absolutes but of convictions and opinions. Therefore, let me caution us all to exercise 
grace in these areas where it is easy to become too passionate about something and not 
exercise love towards one another. This class is to help you understand better the basic 
doctrines of the Christian faith and where applicable, the different positions on these 
doctrines.  

C. Orthodox-Protestant-Evangelical-Baptist: On the handout about the class you 
see that the class will be taught from a Protestant, Evangelical, and Baptist perspective. I 
wanted to add one more to that list, and that is Orthodox. When we consider the history 
of Christianity we know that not all Christians have agreed on every doctrine. I don’t 
even need to waste time proving that to you. There would be some differences just at 
one table in this room. While this class is on the basics of Christian theology, not all 
Christians would agree with everything that is taught in this class. So, these four terms 
are to help narrow down where we stand in the broader Christian world. I’ll explain 
them by way of contrast. 

 1. Orthodox: The term orthodox simply means to be in agreement with what is 
generally accepted as right. If a doctrine is labeled as orthodox, it means that it agrees 
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with general Christian teaching. If something is not orthodox, then it would be labeled 
as heretical. It is the broadest umbrella that theology can fall under. Orthodox doctrines 
should be agreed on by all Christians. Looking back to our theological triage, orthodox 
matters would be those of first order importance, or absolutes as the diagram shows. 

 2. Protestant: The contrast to Protestant would be Roman Catholic. In 1519, a 
German monk named Martin Luther nailed his ninety-five theses to the chapel door in 
Wittenberg, Germany. This sparked the most significant split in the history of the 
Christianity. Through the reading of Scripture, especially Romans, Luther was 
convinced that man is saved by faith alone (sola fide). The Catholic church taught that 
we are saved by faith and works. Since then Protestant theology has branched off in a 
number of directions, and unfortunately, some of those directions have been away from 
biblical Christianity. Protestant theology is that which conforms to what are known as 
the Five Solas of the Reformation: sola gratia, sola fide, solus Christus, soli deo gloria, 
and sola Scriptura. That is, we are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ 
alone for the glory of God alone. The last sola, sola Scriptura, was a reaction against the 
Catholic use of tradition as an authoritative source equal to Scripture. Sola Scriptura 
teaches that Scripture alone is our authority for instruction in Christian theology and 
practice. 

 3. Evangelical8: This class will be taught from an evangelical perspective rather 
than a liberal or fundamentalist one. Protestant liberalism at one time almost took over 
the SBC, and did take over a few of her seminaries, including Southern Seminary in 
Louisville, KY and Southeastern Seminary in Wake Forest, NC. Protestant liberalism is 
marked primarily by a denial that Scripture is the inerrant Word of God. It questions 
many basic doctrines of the faith. As evangelicals we affirm that Scripture is indeed the 
inerrant Word of God and the gospel contained there in, hence the name 
evangelicalism, which comes from the Greek word evangel meaning “good news.” 
Evangelicalism came out of fundamentalism, which had retreated from any cultural 
engagement or social ministry because they viewed that as what liberals did. The 
problem was not that Liberals engaged in social ministry, but they did it apart from the 
Gospel. So evangelicals saw the need for Gospel-centered, biblically rooted cultural 
engagement and social ministry. Billy Graham was a key figure in the rise of 
evangelicalism along with Carl F.H. Henry. Christianity Today magazine was part of 
their attempt to engage the culture from a Christian worldview. 

 4. Baptist: Last but not least, this class will be taught from a Baptist perspective. 
Starting with orthodox, we have narrowed down our focus to Baptist. If you came to Dr. 
Bob’s equip class last fall you learned a great deal about the history of Baptists and what 
are its “distinctives.” The primary baptist “distinctives” are the autonomy (or 
independence) of the local church, congregational polity (or church government), and 
baptism by immersion. When we come to those issues we’ll examine the baptist position 
but also look at other positions and see why we disagree with them. As baptists, we 
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affirm the core beliefs of evangelicalism, Protestantism, and orthodoxy. Baptist 
distinctives would fall under second order importance or “convictions” on the diagram.

III. Why Should We Study Theology? 
 Why should we study theology? Is there any benefit to it? Or is just an academic 
exercise reserved for those with degrees in theology? In the words of Paul from Rom. 
6:1, “By no means!” Earlier we defined theology as “any study that answers the question 
‘What does the whole Bible teach us today?’ about any given topic.”9 So, anytime you ask 
yourself, “I wonder what the Bible says about _______?”, you are about to engage in a 
theological study. Anytime you are dealing with God and His Word, you are engaging in 
theology. We, especially as Christians, are engaging in theology at some level each day. 
On Sundays, we do it virtually all day. From Sunday School community group to 
morning service to this Equip class to evening service, you are engaging in theology as 
you consider God, who he is, what he has done, what he asks of us. Theology is 
inescapable for all people, especially Christians. Therefore, we ought to be intentional 
and purposeful in our study of it. We should care about our theology and be careful with 
our theology. But why? Let me offer some reasons. These are not the only reasons, but 
they are a start. 

We should study theology in order to...

A. Know God (Jer. 9:23-24): Jeremiah 9:23-24 says, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Let not 
the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the 
rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands 
and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.’” 

“And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent” (Jn. 17:3).

 What could be more important than knowing God? Nothing! To know God is to 
have eternal life. Any study of theology ought to have this as its end. Jeremiah says we 
ought to boast only in that we know God and nothing else. He goes further though 
saying that we ought to both know and understand him. How can we possibly know God 
without an intentional study of who he is and what he has done? Fortunately, he has 
revealed himself to us in Scripture, giving us an authoritative source to gain knowledge 
of him. There is a difference between simply knowing about something or someone and 
knowing it or them in a relational way. The difference is one is merely intellectual 
knowledge; it is facts. The other is intellectual facts backed by experience with 
something or someone. It’s like reading an instruction manual and actually putting 
together the pieces. 
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 Our relationship with God is the same way. He desires to have fellowship with us. 
He wants us to know him in a deeply personal way. As Jeremiah says, he wants us to 
know and understand him. He doesn’t want us to be satisfied with a surface knowledge 
of who he is. He wants us to dive deeply into fellowship with him, and we can do this 
through the study of theology.

B. Worship God (Jn. 4:24): Jesus says to the Samaritan woman at the well, “God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

 God intends us not simply to know him, but also to worship him. To worship him 
rightly we must know who he is and know how we ought to worship him. Through the 
study of theology we can come to understand these things and worship God in both 
spirit and truth. True knowledge of God and worship of him are inseparable. If you 
know God in a saving relationship, you will worship him. 

C. Defend Truth (Jude 3-4):  Jude writes in vv. 3-4, “Beloved, although I was very 
eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write 
appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. For 
certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and 
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” 

 We live in a day and age where everyone has there own concept of who God is. 
Their concept of God is likely to not be the God of the Bible. Sometimes people will 
make claims about God that is based on a dangerously wrong interpretation of 
Scripture. As we encounter these people we need to be able to defend the truth of 
Scripture from error. If you ever want to see if someone truly understands God, ask 
them about Jesus. The word “god” is easy to toss around, but Jesus is not. For instance, 
a Muslim will say that they worship the same God as Christians, Allah, which is simply 
Arabic for God. However, their concept of Jesus is fundamentally different than ours. 
They do not believe he is God, therefore we do not worship the same God as Muslims do 
because we believe in the Triune God. They study of theology helps us recognize these 
differences, whether obvious or subtle. 

D. Recognize False Truth: “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (Matt. 10:16). 

 This is a strange exhortation from our Lord when we consider the first human 
encounter with a serpent in the book of Genesis. There the serpent is described as “more 
crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made” (3:1). We look at 
words such as crafty and cunning with negative connotations in our minds. However, 
that was not the case in Hebrew. The Hebrew word “‘arum does not carry the negative 
moral connotations” as its English counterparts do. So, Jesus is not exhorting us to use 
our intellect to deceive others as the serpent did in the Garden. Rather, he is calling us to 
exercise wisdom in a world of foolishness and recognize the deceitfulness of others. 
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 We are constantly surrounded by unbiblical theology in this world. It is found in 
churches, Christian bookstores, Christian radio, other Christians, and from non-
Christian sources as well. This command to “be wise as serpents” is especially relevant 
in our study of Christian doctrine. In order to recognize the false doctrine that 
surrounds us we must study the right doctrine of Scripture. Popular Christian books sell 
thousands and even millions of copies before some ever blink an eye at the erroneous 
theology contained in them. These books are dangerous because many will claim how 
much they have been helped by them. Therefore, others purchase them seeking the 
same help without considering the theological claims and implications. Despite clear 
theological errors, some will claim that because a book is fiction it is excluded from 
theological critique. Discernment in recognizing theological error is greatly needed in 
our day. The best place to start is an intentional study of Christian theology.

E. Make Disciples (Matt. 28:19-20): Matthew ends his Gospel with the giving of the 
Great Commission by Jesus to his Apostles. He says to them, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.”

 In order to make disciples faithfully, we need to be rightly equipped to teach 
them all that Jesus commanded. Studying theology is one way to do this. Jesus taught us 
about God the Father, himself God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. He taught us about 
salvation and his second coming, and countless other things. Its important to note that 
the Great Commission is for all believers, not just pastors and teachers. All believers are 
given this command and are also given gifts for ministry by the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:12). 
So, if we are going to be faithful in fulfilling the Great Commission, we need to equipped 
with the proper knowledge of God and his works. 

F. Steward God’s Word (2 Tim. 3:16-17): Paul writes in his second letter to 
Timothy that “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.”

 God has graciously revealed himself to us in his Word. Scripture is a gift to his 
people. We do not deserve it. The study of theology is “any study that answers the 
question ‘What does the whole Bible teach us today?’ about any given topic.”10 Since God 
has given us his Word, we have both the privilege and obligation to steward it well. This 
means that we should seek to study it and understand it. This leads then to an 
interpretive guide for studying the Bible that helps guard us from interpreting a passage 
of Scripture to mean something that is contrary to what we believe is already true. 
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 G. Biblically Faithful Lives: In a book examining the life of Princeton theologian 
B.B. Warfield, author Fred Zaspel writes, “The entirety of the Christian life and 
experience is our response to revealed truth...It is Christian doctrine that gives shape to 
the distinctive Christian life and experience, and Warfield warns that to be indifferent to 
Christian doctrine is, simply, to be indifferent to Christianity itself.”11 All of that is to 
simply say that we cannot separate our devotion from our doctrine. As Zaspel stated, our 
lives are response to truth, whether that response is right or wrong. Every moment we 
are responding to truth. He goes on to say that, “Not every Christian is called to be a 
professional theologian, of course. But theology is nonetheless the business of every 
believer. It is the stuff of the Christian life.”12 Warfield’s, nor Zaspel’s words are 
Scripture but I believe they are both right. What we believe is the direct cause of how we 
live. It is impossible to deny this. Therefore, the intentional study of theology ought to 
be the desire of all Christians in order that they may live more biblically faithful lives. 

H. The Gospel is Theological: The Gospel encompasses every facet of systematic 
theology. In fact, you could say that the Gospel is a summary of systematic theology. The 
Gospel tells us who God is, who Jesus is, what Jesus has done, who man is, what sin is, 
what salvation is, that Jesus is coming back for his people, and many more truths. So, as 
we study theology we are studying the Gospel. All truth must point us back to the great 
& glorious message of what God has done for us in his Son Jesus Christ. 

IV. How Should We Study Theology?
A. Humbly: The work of theology is a truly overwhelming task that requires true 
humility. The words of Wayne Grudem are particularly helpful here:
 

“Peter tells us, ‘Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble’ ’ (1 
Peter 5:5). Those who study systematic theology will learn many things 
about the teachings of Scripture that are perhaps not known or not known 
well by other Christians in their churches or by relatives who are older in 
the Lord than they are. They may also find that they understand things 
about Scripture that some of their church officers do not understand, and 
that even their pastor has perhaps forgotten or never learned well. In all of 
these situations it would be very easy to adopt an attitude of pride or 
superiority toward others who have not made such a study. But how ugly it  
would be if anyone were to use this knowledge of God’s Word simply to 
win arguments or to put down a fellow Christian in conversation, or to 
make another believer feel insignificant in the Lord’s work. James’ counsel 
is good for us at this point: ‘Let every man be quick to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to anger, for the anger of man does not work the righteousness of 
God’ (James 1:19–20).”13
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B. Prayerfully: Studying is an intellectual exercise. It requires us to think. The danger 
in this is that we can study only with our heads and not also with our hearts. The two are 
not opposed to one another, but if we neglect prayer in our study then we will surely be 
gaining mere knowledge, and not life-changing truth. Twentieth century theologian Karl 
Barth said, “theological work does not merely begin with prayer and is not merely 
accompanied by it; in its totality it is peculiar and characteristic of theology that it can 
be performed only in the act of prayer...without prayer there can be no theological 
work.”14 As we engage in theology prayer is necessary because we need the Spirit’s help 
in understanding God’s Word, which is the source for our theology. To neglect prayer in 
theology is to invite doctrinal error, pride, and disobedience. This constant communion 
with God through prayer will guard against these dangerous side effects. 

C. Biblically: The source of all theological study begins with God’s Word. We don’t 
look to the world or culture for wisdom. We look to God’s Word. The Bible is a theology, 
if theology, as we defined it, is a word about God. All of Scripture is a word about God, 
and therefore “profitable for teaching” (2 Tim. 3:16). We must come to grips with the 
Bible in the study of theology. We must set aside our own agendas, feelings, and 
opinions. Scripture is truth and our beliefs must conform to it. Now, we will inevitably 
be wrong on some points of doctrine but our goal must be to be as biblically faithful as 
possible. 

 Throughout this class I’ll quote from a number of authors who have written on 
the various doctrines we’ll cover. Taking advantage of the work of faithful, godly men in 
the study of theology is no supplement to Scripture, but it is wise to do so. None of us 
have time to look up every text of Scripture on a given topic, understand them all in 
their given context, and then synthesize all of them into a doctrine. The men that I 
consult are men whose work seeks to understand God’s Word as it is and write for the 
edification of the church. 

V. Conclusion
 The study of theology is necessary for all Christians. My hope & prayer is that you 
are now convinced of that fact and grow even more convinced as we move through our 
time together. It is a great privilege to embark on this journey with you. May God give us 
all wisdom to understand His Word graciously given to us in Scripture. 

 I would encourage you to get with others during the course of this class and 
discuss what you have learned. Wrestle with these truths. Don’t let them sit idly in your 
head. The more you meditate on and discuss these truths the more it will seep down into 
your heart, which will inevitably flesh out in your life. A fire will only warm you by 
sitting by it for an extended amount of time. Simply passing by it won’t do you much 
good. So it is with the truths of God’s Word. Long lasting change comes from soaking in 
these truths.
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Resources: One of the benefits of being a Christian at this point and time in history is 
the wealth of resources at our disposal. Throughout this study various resources will be 
noted as they relate to the doctrines we study each week. These have been helpful to me 
or I know are faithful works to consult:

• Christian Beliefs; Bible Doctrine; Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem
• A Theology for the Church, Daniel Akin, ed.
• Introducing Christian Doctrine, Millard Erickson
• Doctrine, Mark Driscoll & Gerry Breshears
• Don’t Call It a Comeback, ed. Kevin DeYoung
• A Body of Divinity, Thomas Watson
• Knowing God, J.I. Packer
• ESV Study Bible article “Biblical Doctrine,” Erik Thoennes
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